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Rezumat

Antropologia povestitului

Prezentul volum se incadreaza in seria Cursurilor de etnologie a Catedrei de Etnografie
si Antropologie Maghiara a Universitatii Babes—Bolyai. Volumul propune prezentarea
uneia dintre paradigmele, a metodelor si terminologiei utilizate in predarea etnologiei si
in cercetdrile culturii, a patrimoniului si a societétii. Volumul are ca obiect textele epice
ale culturii populare, povestitul in viata cotidiana si in rituri. Povestitul este una dintre
activitatile culturale de baza a omenirii. Este o activitate de rememorare, autoexprimare
si remodelare a realitatii.

Volumul trece in revistd curentele si metodele etnologice (difizionismul, cercetarile
tipologice, teoria genurilor, cercetarea individului, teoria comunicatiei, etnografia
comunicirii, teoria contextelor, teoria canonului, teoria discursului, microistoria) precum
si terminologia functionala (naratologie, povestitul, naratiunea, structuri narative, homo
narrans, naratiunea ca reprezentatie). Primul capitol al volumului realizeaza o sinteza a
literaturii de specialitate, axandu-se pe urmatoarele probleme: epoci si naratiuni, societati
si naratiuni, naratiuni si atitudini, functiile povestitului, obiceiuri ale povestitului,
genurile naratiunii.

Volumul prezinta formele functionale ale povestitului din secolul 20.

Basmul afostforma debaza amemoriei culturale. Ultimul lui context vital a reprezentat
catinia, santierele forestiere din anii 1960, colectivizarea agriculturii, naveta anilor 1960-
1980. In ultimele decenii basmul a fost preluat de invitimantul prescolar si de media
pentru copii. Balada locald — datata pentru prima data in secolul al 19-lea — a reprezentat
timp de un secol forma specifica a memoriei locale. Evenimentele locale tragice au fost
prelucrate in forma de balada si — utilizdnd melodii cunoscute — cantate de-a lungul
deceniilor. O parte a snoaovelor (numite ratotiade) au ca subiect evenimente comice
fictive atribuite unor persoane, grupuri sociale, comunitti locale. Aceste naratiuni sunt
utilizate in cadrul reuniunilor (nunti, clici, balciuri) pentru ironizarea unor persoane.
In pofida continutului fictiv, ele servesc la identificarea si clasificarea persoanelor si a
diferitelor grupuri sociale. incepand din secolul al 18-lea, treptat, naratiunile biografice
au devenit forma de baza a identitatii personale. Datorita evenimentelor istorice majore
(razboaie, migratia, dictaturi), biografiile au devenit variate. Din secolul al 18-lea, in
cadrul inmormantarii redactarea si prezentarea biografiei defuntului a devenit unul
dintre riturile cele mai importante. In aceste biografii viata defuntului este integrati intr-o
structura genealogica (inaintasi, urmasi). Prin prezentarea acestei biografii, comunitatea
locala trece in revista si face public relatiile sociale ale familiei defuntului. Istoriile locale
au aparut in a doua jumatate a secolului al 19-lea, si dupa caderea comunismului au
devenit forma cea mai populara a identititii narative locale. Reclama a aparut in secolul
al 19-lea, in ultimul deceniu a devenit unul dintre naratiunile cele mai importante ale
lumii moderne.
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Abstract

The Anthropology of Storytelling

The present volume is a part of the Ethnographical Courses series edited by the Hungarian
Department of Ethnography and Anthropology of Babes—Bolyai University. It offers the
presentation of one specific paradigm, of methods and terminology used in ethnological
education and within the research of culture, patrimony and society. The matter of this
volume includes the epic texts of popular culture and the storytelling in everyday life
as well as in rites. Storytelling is one of the basic cultural activities of mankind. It is a
memorial activity, one of self-expression and of reality-remodeling.

The volume presents the waves and methods of ethnology (diffusionism, typological
research, theory of genre, research of the individual, theory of communication, ethnog-
raphy of speech, theory of contexts, theory of canon, theory of discourse, micro-history),
respectively the related functional terminology (narratology, storytelling, narrative, nar-
rative structures, homo narrans, narrative texts as representations). The first chapter of-
fers a synthesis of the specific literature, focusing on the following topics: eras and narra-
tives, societies and narratives, narratives and attitudes, functions of storytelling, customs
of storytelling, genre of narratives.

The volume also presents the functional forms of storytelling in the 20™ century.

The tale had been a basic form of cultural memory. Its last vital contexts were repre-
sented by military service, by forest works from the 1960s, the collectivization of agriculture,
the workforce mobility between the 1960s and the 1980s. In the last few decades the tale was
taken over by pre-scholar education and the media for children. The local ballad — dated fist
in the 19™ century — had represented for over century the specific form of local memory. The
tragic local events were assimilated into the form of the ballad and — using well known melo-
dies — had been sung through the decades. A part of the numskull stories and jokes (village
mocking tales) present fictive comic events attributed to certain individuals, social groups or
local communities. These narratives are used within reunions (weddings, saint’s-days etc.) to
mock different people. In spite of their fictive content these texts serve for the identification
and classification of persons and different social groups. Starting with the 18" century, the
biographical narratives have gradually become the basic forms of personal identity. Due to
the major historical events (war, migration, dictatorship), the biographies have become more
varied. Starting with the 18™ century, within the memorial services the editing and presenta-
tion of the deceased’s biography has become one of the most important rites. Within these
biographies the life of the deceased is integrated into a genealogical structure (ancestors,
descendants). By presenting this biography, the local community is presenting in public the
social relations of the deceased’s family. Local histories appeared in the second half of the
19™ century, and after the fall of the communist regime, they have become the most popular
form of local narrative identity. Advertisements appeared in the 19" century, and in the last
decade have become the most important narratives of the modern world.
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